his father's plants, became fascinated by mechanical engineering. He graduated from the Henryk Sienkiewicz Lyceum in Częstochowa in 1924, and in the same year entered the section of General Mechanics of the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, Warsaw University of Technology. He obtained the diploma of Mechanical Engineer in 1930. In 1926, while still a student, Jan Oderfeld underwent training in the Ammunition Producing Plants "Pocisk" (Bullet) in Warsaw, where he took part in the construction of a prototype of the bi-rotational aircraft engine designed by Eng. Henryk Brzeski. This work evoked his interest in aviation technology. In the years 1928-29, during extended industrial training, Jan Oderfeld worked in the Machine Tool Plants "Pionier" in Warsaw, where he familiarized himself with organization of labour and work time standardizing in industry.
After obtaining the degree of Mechanical Engineer in 1930 and doing his military service, Jan Oderfeld found himself temporarily unemployed. However, thanks to a lucky coincidence, a technical team was formed at that time (consisting of Jan Oderfeld with two colleagues from the army, Eng. Władysław Bernadzikiewicz and Eng. Józef Sachs), to undertake the ambitious task of developing a reaction engine. The team was initially supported financially by Mr. Julian Machleid (then the managing director of the Haberbusch & Schiele Brewery in Warsaw), then received a modest donation from the Polish Engineering Plants (Państwowe Zakłady Inżynierii). Working in the mechanical workshop of the Brewery, they designed and constructed Poland's first large model of the turbo-reaction engine. Then, in 1933, the three engineers continued their work in the Experimental Workshop of National Engineering Plants "Ursus" constructing Poland's first pulsejet engine, called "the ramjet", whose principle of operation was the same as that applied in contemporary pulsejet engines. A reconstructed model of this engine is now exhibited in the Museum of Technology and Industry in Warsaw. Unfortunately, due to the lack of funds, continuation of work on the development of aircraft reaction engines became impossible.
In 1933, Jan Oderfeld married Maria, née Poznańska, a Polish-Italian translator. Their daughter, Barbara, born in 1937, is now an Emeritus Professor at the Nencki Institute of Experimental Biology in Warsaw.
From 1932 until the outbreak of the Second World War (1939), Eng. Jan Oderfeld worked for the Škoda Engine Works in Warsaw (later renamed the Polish Aviation Plants, PZL). He was initially employed as a process engineer-designer; consequently, in 1934 he was transferred to the Design Office. In autumn of 1934, he joined the team designing an eight-cylinder reversed-V combustion engine, named "Foka" (Seal), of take-off power 450 H.P., destined for the propulsion of the first Polish multi-role combat aircraft "PZL 38 Wilk" (Wolf). After the tragic death of the team leader Eng. Stanisław Nowkuński in July 1936, Jan Oderfeld took over his position. He solved several constructional problems and contributed to removing some imperfections of the prototype in the advanced stages of development (7 prototypes had been constructed by the end of 1938). Jan Oderfeld also worked on the development of an improved, twelve-cylinder version of this engine, of 600 H.P. Parallel to this activity, working in collaboration with Eng. Józef Sachs, he carried out research on an internal-combustion turbine, as a result of which he obtained several patents concerning the construction and examination of internal-combustion turbines and engines. Among other things, he developed an innovative fuel-injection system for aircraft piston engines. In the years 1937-1939, Jan Oderfeld lectured on Aircraft Engines at the Warsaw Airforce Cadet Academy.
During the Second World War, Jan Oderfeld lived in Skierniewice (Central Poland) and worked as a manager of the mechanical workshops of the Farmers' Cooperative "Rolnik" (Farmer). Initially, the activity of the workshops was limited to repairing agricultural tools and machinery. Under the management of Eng. Oderfeld, the workshops extended to a largesize enterprise employing over 100 people. (This enterprise, later named the Plants for Agriculture and Horticulture Mechanization "FUMOS", Ltd., is currently being liquidated). Jan Oderfeld and his co-workers were involved in underground activity in cooperation with the Home Army in Poland against Nazi occupation. It is worth mentioning that in 1974 Prof. Jan Oderfeld was decorated with the Medal for Meritorious Employee of the "FUMOS" Plants.
Jan Professor Jan Oderfeld was an elected member of the Committee for Mechanical Engineering of the Polish Academy of Sciences in the years 1951-1992. Thanks to his efforts, the quarterly Archive of Mechanical Engineering (Archiwum Budowy Maszyn) was brought into being in 1954, and developed into an internationally-recognized scientific periodical. Prof. Oderfeld was the Editor-in Chief, and then a Co-Editor of the magazine in the years 1954-1991. On his initiative, the magazine's language was soon changed into English. Professor Oderfeld was also an active member of many teams and committees of the General Technical Organization (currently the Polish Federation of Engineering Associations -NOT). For many years he was an initiator and organizer of Technical Sciences Olympiads for talented high-school students. From 1932, till the end of his life, he was a member of the Warsaw Scientific Society (the Societas Scientiarum Varsoviensis).
Professor Oderfeld creatively developed the theory of machines and mechanisms, especially in the field of classification and kinematics of mechanisms, and the fundamentals of experiments in the mechanics of machines; he was a world pioneer in the application of optimization in technology. During his long scientific career, Prof. Oderfeld published over 200 works, including 15 monographs, academic manuals and textbooks. Among them are "Theory of machines and mechanisms" (1987) and "Statistical methods in experimental investigations " (1990) , of everlasting educational and scientific value.
Thanks to his initiative, in September 1969 Poland acceded, as a founding member, to the International Federation for the Theory of Mechanisms and Machines (currently exists under the name of the International Federation for the Promotion of Mechanism and Machine Science, the IFToMM). Professor Oderfeld was a long-time member of the Federation Board, and in 1995 was granted the prestige of an Honorary Membership of the IFToMM.
Professor Oderfeld was an outstanding academic teacher, highly valued by his students. During over 50 years of educational activity, he was involved in the teaching of many generations of army officers and engineers. He supervised 10 doctoral theses and numerous works for MSc and Engineer degrees. His favourite saying was that "Engineering theory and practice aren't separate domains; there exists only one, common art of engineering". Professor Jan Oderfeld surrounded by his successors from the Department of Theory of Machines and Robots at the beginning of the Third Millennium.
Professor Oderfeld was not only an outstanding engineer, he also was a humanist -a connoisseur of literature and the arts, especially of classical music, with a particular predilection for Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.
For 
